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This paper reports the author's experience in the use of formal specifications and presents a 
step by step approach to developing functional requirements for computer-based systems. A 
simple model of system requirements is introduced first. A systematic approach to developing 
requirements by starting with the general model and adapting it to the needs to the problem at 
hand is described and illustrated by means of the simple but realistic example. A basic 
knowledge of predicate calculus and set theory is assumed on the part of the reader. The 
presentation is tutorial in nature. 
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